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December Meeting for Worship schedule: 

• December 7, 14, 21, & 28:  

o The 9:30 a.m. Meeting for Worship will be screen-free. 

o The 11:30 Meeting for Worship will be blended (both in-person and on 

Zoom). 

o (No business meeting in December) 



Ann Arbor Friends Meeting Newsletter, December 2025 — Vol. 74, No. 11 
3 

AAFM Event Calendar 
* = See Meeting announcement for details 

For all Meetings for Worship, including Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, the Zoom link 
is: https://tinyurl.com/AAFM-Zoom (Zoom Meeting ID 818 7021 4329) (* = See announcement).

Tuesday, December 2 

  2:00 Meeting for Walking 

Wednesday, December 3 

  7:00 What Does it Mean to be Quaker? * 

  Corner Room & Zoom 

Saturday, December 6 

  2:00 Earthcare Committee; Zoom 

  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8585173612 

  Passcode: earthcare 

Sunday, December 7 

  9:30 Meeting for Worship — Screen-free 

 First Day School 

10:30 Common Hour 

10:35 Property Committee; Corner Room 

10:45 Voluntary Carbon Tax Meeting;  

  Fireplace Room 

 Carol Singing — Meeting Room * 

11:30 Meeting for Worship — Blended 

 First Day School 

Monday, December 8 

Rotating Shelter Begins 

  7:30 Peace & Social Justice; Zoom 

Sunday, December 14 

  9:30 Meeting for Worship — Screen-free 

 First Day School 

10:30 Common Hour 

 Finance Committee; Corner Room 

10:45 Carol Singing; Meeting Room * 

11:30 Meeting for Worship — Blended 

 First Day School 

  6:00 YAF Dinner 

Tuesday, December 16 

  2:00 Meeting for Walking * 

Wednesday, December 17 

  7:00 What Does it Mean to be Quaker? * 

  Corner Room & Zoom 

Sunday, December 21 

  9:30 Meeting for Worship — Screen-free 

 First Day School 

10:30 Common Hour 

10:45 Carol Singing; Meeting Room * 

11:30 Meeting for Worship — Blended 

 First Day School 

12:30 Keaka Travel Forum; Meeting Room 

Thursday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

Sunday, December 28 

  9:30 Meeting for Worship — Screen-free 

 First Day School 

10:30 Common Hour 

10:35 Reading & Discussion; Fireplace Room * 

10:45 CCF Parents’ Meeting; Corner Room 

11:30 Meeting for Worship — Blended 

 First Day School 

https://tinyurl.com/AAFM-Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8585173612
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MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Message from CCF: We appreciate families’ flexibility during this time of experimentation. 

Please reach out to Claire Tinkerhess, Julie Cadman-Kim, or Molly Tinkerhess with any questions or 

feedback about this new schedule. 

*Nursery care will be available every Sunday from 9:25am-12:45pm* 

The schedule for the next four weeks looks like this:  

9:30-10:30am: First Day School during screen-free worship. Children join worship in the beginning and 

then attend First Day School. 

10:45-11:30am: Common Hour and refreshments (childcare continues through Common Hour). 

11:30am-12:30pm: First Day School during hybrid worship. Children join worship in the beginning and 

then attend First Day School. 

Refreshments & Potluck, December: 
Refreshments between meetings every Sunday (No Meeting for Business in December, thus regular 

refreshments.) During the rotating church shelter, we expect to have refreshments upstairs. 

Carol Singing 
December 7, 14, 21; 10:45 a.m.| Meeting Room 

Carol Singing around the Meeting room piano with Peggy and Thomas. 10:45 - 11:25. Bring instruments 

and play along! 

Meetings for Walking 
Tuesdays, December 2, 16 at 2:00 p.m. In December we decided to seek some warmth and visit 

museums, all are welcome. The plan is: 

Tuesday December 2 at 2 pm we will meet at the Ypsilanti Auto Heritage Museum at 100 East Cross 

Street, Ypsilanti. There is a $5 admission fee but there is free parking behind the museum parallel to the 

railroad tracks. 

Tuesday December 16 at 2 pm we will meet at the Kelsey Museum at 434 S. State Street, Ann Arbor. 

Admission is free but the nearest parking is the Maynard Street parking structure. 

If you have questions, please contact Nancy and Thomas (734-368-6555) or Naomi (734-476-4555).  

What Does it Mean to be Quaker? 
Wednesdays, December 3, 17; 7:00 p.m. | Corner Room and on Zoom https://tinyurl.com/AAFM-Zoom 

This is an open discussion for both new and old members to learn and discern together on issues about 

how Quakerism impacts our spiritual practices and the way we live our lives. For new people, this is a 

place to ask questions about things that are not immediately obvious about our spiritual community. For 

other members, it's a place to explore something which has been on your mind or heart, where you 

wonder how other Friends might help you see clearer. 

https://tinyurl.com/AAFM-Zoom
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Contributing a Personal Carbon Tax to the Meeting Based on Your 
Carbon Footprint. Information meeting, Sunday, December 7, 10:45-11:30 am, Fireplace Room. 

Find out how to determine how much your actions contribute to new CO2 emissions in the air each 

year, then consider a contribution to the Meeting that reflects your carbon footprint.  John Williams and 

others from the Earthcare Committee will explain a formula you can use to estimate your personal 

responsibility for carbon emissions.  Each year donations from this “personal carbon tax” are 

contributed to the good work of other organizations, such as Michigan Interfaith Power & Light and 

EQAT (Earth Quaker Action Team), or to the Meeting’s Environmental Improvement Fund. 

Young Adult Friends, YAFS ages 18-35ish meet for dinner on the second Sunday of the month at 

the home of an older Friend. The next dinner will be on December 14 at 6 pm at the home of Bill 

Riccobono with Jeff Cooper assisting. For information on this and other YAF activities contact Lily at 

lily.wiest@gmail.com. 

Reading and Discussion will meet on Sunday, December 28, at 10:35 in the Fireplace room. 

Note the change in time to fit into the new schedule. A link to the reading will be provided before the 

meeting. 

Daytime Warming Center 
The Meeting worker asks for help during the stay of the Daytime Warming Center in the Meeting 

House, from 11/24 to 12/5. Volunteers can contact Luiza at office@annarborfriends.org or sign up 

directly using this link: https://tinyurl.com/aafm-dwc-2025. Help is particularly wanted on the days and 

times that the Meeting Worker is not in the office, i.e., early in the morning, between 8am and 9:30am, 

in the afternoon, and on Fridays.  

The DWC is open Monday-Friday from 8am-4pm. Any help is appreciated!  

We will be hosting the Rotating shelter for a group of homeless men the weeks of 

December 8-15 and December 16-22. There is a signup sheet here 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18-

Od35GQNhbTq_uqaR4Zjp2Nt3A7I59a6iGSMJMdksQ/edit?usp=sharing where you can sign up to help 

with an overnight shift. 

We also welcome food for the men and could use someone to help with driving the Shelter Association’s 

van to take people to day shelters in the morning. Please contact Kevin Miller (kevinfmiller@gmail.com) 

if you have any questions. 

There will be a special AAFM women’s meeting on January 7, from 5:30 - 7:30. 

Molly and Martin Tinkerhess are expecting a baby in mid-January. This meeting of women will be a time 

to “shower” Molly with some love and support for her birthing journey. We will eat and socialize in the 

Fellowship room and then move to the Meeting Room for sharing. Mark your calendars — details to 

follow! 

mailto:lily.wiest@gmail.com
mailto:aafmoffice@sbcglobal.net
https://tinyurl.com/aafm-dwc-2025
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18-Od35GQNhbTq_uqaR4Zjp2Nt3A7I59a6iGSMJMdksQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18-Od35GQNhbTq_uqaR4Zjp2Nt3A7I59a6iGSMJMdksQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:kevinfmiller@gmail.com


Ann Arbor Friends Meeting Newsletter, December 2025 — Vol. 74, No. 11 
6 

AMONG FRIENDS 

CHRISTMAS PARTY:  
Laura and Ben will be holding a holiday get-together for the Meeting (all ages welcome) at their home 

Saturday, December 6, 2:00 - 5:00.  Come when you can for as long as you like. There will be food, 

conversation, an exchange of holiday memories and inspirations, a small white elephant gift exchange 

for children, an opportunity to swim, make music, and other activities for children and adults alike.  

The details: 

Address: 1366 North Huron River Drive, Ypsilanti, Michigan (about 1/4 mile east of St. Joe's Hospital). 

Parking: Driveway can hold 8-10 cars, and parking is available across the street.  We are also on bus 

route 3 (Stop at Superior and N Huron River Drive -- Ozone House). 

What to bring:  

     Food contributions are welcome, particularly food that is easy to serve. (Don't worry if you can't bring 

food.  There will be plenty.) 

     Bathing Suit (if you want to swim). We will have plenty of towels. 

     Something to share that evokes holiday spirit for you -- a song, a poem, a picture, a story ... 

     Gifts for children if you feel so moved.  No gifts should be purchased for this event.  Children's gifts 

should come from around your home, garage, craft project, or wherever.  They should be 

wrapped.  (Please, children, still participate if you can't bring a gift.  There will be plenty of extras.)  Rules 

for choosing a wrapped present will be announced at the party.  

     Other activities may also emerge in the course of this event (singing, games, ?). 

COOPER-DAUBS FOR 50 YEARS 
You are warmly invited to help Peggy & Jeff celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary on Saturday, 

December 13, 2025, 5:30-7:00 pm (EST) at a Zoom party. There will be a quiz (early on) and we will 

welcome shared anecdotes, memories, and introductions of people from various times in our years 

together. We would love to have you celebrate with us! If you can Zoom in, please contact us so we can 

send you the link peggydaub@hotmail.com or cooperdaub@hotmail.com 

Expanding the Library’s Rufus Jones Collection 
The Meeting Library recently received a gift of 20+ books by and about Rufus Jones from the late Rev. 

Larry Austin, of Grosse Pointe Farms. Although the Library already had a similar number of such works, 

only a few duplicate the newly acquired books, which will be added to the collection as they are 

processed.     

The poetic quatrain quoted by Thomas in AAFM worship on 23 November was: 

  You must grow quiet  

  To hear with the heart  

  The voice of Nature 

  The cry of our Earth. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1366+North+Huron+River+Drive,+Ypsilanti,+Michigan?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:peggydaub@hotmail.com
mailto:cooperdaub@hotmail.com
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                By Maria W Kambebo, Brazil  

                Quoted by Joy Harjo (Creek), poet laureate of the USA (2019) in Poet Warrior, p. 198. 

Phil Hoffer’s Memorial Service will be held in the manner of Friends on December 13 at the 

First Unitarian Universalist Church – 4001 Ann Arbor-Saline Road, Ann Arbor. The service will begin at 2 

pm followed by a reception at approximately 3:30 pm. Feel free to arrive any time after 1:20 to visit with 

friends and family ahead of time. 

Obituary link: https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/annarbor/name/phillip-hoffer-

obituary?id=59941689  

For questions, please text Pam Hoffer at 734-395-6679 or email: phoffer@umich.edu  

Food donations Phil Hoffer’s Memorial Service: We are expecting upward of 120 people to attend 

Phil Hoffer’s memorial on December 13 at 2 pm at the First Unitarian Universalist Church in Ann Arbor. 

We are seeking donations of food and cold drinks which can be delivered to the church around 1:30, 

ahead of the service. Categories of food include sandwiches, cheese and crackers, fruit plate, cake or 

cookies, vegetable and dip plate and cold juices. Only finger food please. You may sign up on the link 

below or email Naomi at naomig@umich.edu or Nancy T at netaylor324@gmail.com to indicate an 

offering. Link for sign up: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1biSuunAyf6zUmx5IFLgRmK4OAcEMxH_fx-

A0VUCM5WM/edit?usp=sharing  

On December 21, from 11 am – 1 pm, Friends are invited to participate in the Around the 

Kitchen Table Community Brunch hosted by Peace House, one of the three organizations we are 

supporting through our Reparative Justice Fund. This monthly event is held at Growing Hope Kitchen, 16 

South Washington St., Ypsilanti, MI 48197.Share stories, culture, and ideas over food in 

community "around the table." If you want to join in by bringing a dish, cooking, or helping set up/clean 

up, text/call Lisa @ 734.347.7784 More information on Facebook.at  Facebook Brunch 

Calling all cooks! A group of us under the sponsorship of M&O volunteer to make a home-

cooked dish to contribute to the monthly YAF dinners. If you would like to join our group and provide a 

dish, perhaps every 2-3 months please email Naomi at naomig@umich.edu. This is a vital part of our 

nurturing in the Meeting and many hands make light work! 

Newer Friends, feel free to check out the New Quaker Hub, a section of the Friends General 

Conference website geared toward new Friends. 

How Does the Bible Speak to Us? Join a small group of Friends who meet weekly for 

about 45 minutes. We use the Friendly Bible Study method which is a uniquely Quaker approach to 

reading the Bible. We are currently working our way through the gospel of Luke. We meet via the AAFM 

worship link https://tinyurl.com/AAFM-Zoom on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome to join. If 

questions, please contact Bill (billriccobono@gmail.com) or Naomi (naomig@umich.edu) 

https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/annarbor/name/phillip-hoffer-obituary?id=59941689
https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/annarbor/name/phillip-hoffer-obituary?id=59941689
mailto:phoffer@umich.edu
mailto:naomig@umich.edu
mailto:netaylor324@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1biSuunAyf6zUmx5IFLgRmK4OAcEMxH_fx-A0VUCM5WM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1biSuunAyf6zUmx5IFLgRmK4OAcEMxH_fx-A0VUCM5WM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/people/Around-the-Kitchen-Table-with-Peace-House-Ypsi/100087192585023/
mailto:naomig@umich.edu
https://www.fgcquaker.org/fgcresources/new-quaker-hub/
http://read-the-bible.org/FriendlyBibleStudy.htm
https://tinyurl.com/AAFM-Zoom
mailto:billriccobono@gmail.com
mailto:naomig@umich.edu
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SPECIAL MESSAGES 

Anne Gardner Remley, September 10, 1930 — November 5, 2025 

—obituary revised by Marilyn Churchill & Nancy Taylor 

Anne Gardner Remley, writer and social-justice activist, passed away in Boulder, Colorado, after living 

with a degenerative neurological condition in recent months. Anne was born in 1930 in Chicago, where 

her father was starting his ministerial career in a Congregational Church; he moved the family to 

Midland in 1936 for his next pulpit.  Anne attended the University of Michigan from ‘48 to ’55, 

concentrating on radio and television before earning a master’s degree in Speech Communication.  She 

met a student radio engineer, Fred Remley, who in 1952 became her beloved husband for 66 

years.  Fred and Anne raised two children:  Paul, now a professor of Medieval English at the University of 

Washington, and Kate, an electronics engineer at NIST in Boulder (now retired). 

As a “non-working” mother, Anne devoted herself to creating a warm environment in the hillside home 

that she and Fred helped to construct in Ann Arbor.  In addition to family activities and gardening, she 

also developed a lifetime interest in social activism, working for causes like civil rights and low-income 

housing. In People for Alternative Learning Situations (PALS) she championed Ann Arbor public school 

reform, that included programs based on the model of “hands-on learning”, stressing exploratory 

projects that link history, science, math, and group interaction. 

After Paul and Kate graduated from high school, Anne worked for nine years as a writer-editor for the 

Ann Arbor Observer, with a focus on education.  She won two School Bell Awards, honoring the best-

written articles about education in Michigan.  One of her most high-profile articles was about the pivotal 

1979 federal court litigation (the “Black English” case) which centered on Ann Arbor’s failure to 

accommodate the language needs of its African American students.  Anne’s next step was a focus on 

state-of-the-art support for people with Alzheimer’s, like her mother who entered a local Ann Arbor 

facility that was pioneering family- style care. This provides a calm, supportive atmosphere that reduces 

the uncertainty and stress of losing one’s full cognitive ability.   

In the 1980s Anne came to Quakers when the Meeting was becoming a sanctuary for an El Salvadoran 

family, the Celayas. She immersed herself in working on ending mass incarceration, police reform, and 

later, in 2001, supporting Palestinian human rights.  The latter cause infused her thoughts and actions 

for the remainder of her life. She was tireless in educating herself, the whole Ann Arbor Meeting, Peace 

& Social Concerns Committee, the Palestine/Israel Action Group (PIAG), and the general public about 

the plight of Palestinians. She created a card depicting the dramatic loss of Palestinian lands to Israel, 

and Fred provided tech savvy to reproduce it in great quantity; over many years they distributed more 

than half a million “map cards” throughout the world.  In addition to helping form PIAG, she helped 

found the organization QPIN, which continues to provide information and support actions for Friends 

Meetings. 

The year after Fred died in 2019, Anne moved to Boulder, CO, to be near her daughter, Kate, and son-in-

law, Dylan. Since moving to Boulder, she helped to start the Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s monthly 

Peace& Social Justice Roundtable meetings on Zoom that include nineteen Quaker groups across the 

mountain states. From afar, she continued to shepherd actions for Ann Arbor Friends Meeting, such as 

the Minute to become an Apartheid-free Meeting and using the Palestine Travel Fund established by Sol 
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Metz to support individuals wishing to work for peace and humanitarian efforts in the region. Anne’s 

other passions in life included family camping trips, swimming, theater, concert-going and international 

travel with Fred. Her favorite words sum up her personality and her values: Discovery; Exploration; 

Evolution; Social Justice. And her favorite word to mark the end of an interaction: Onward!! A memorial 

service will be held at Boulder Friends Meeting on December 13, at 10 am (mountain standard time). A 

live-stream will be available at noon (EST) on the Boulder Meeting link: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/96273568620?pwd=TDlDTW1SalJGUzRjT3B1dnkwbnhoZz09  

Or join with audio only by phone: 1-669-900-6833 (*6 to mute/unmute, *9 to raise hand)   

     Meeting ID: 962 7356 8620      Password: 063025 

A laptop computer will be available at the Ann Arbor UU Church at noon for group viewing on Dec. 13, 

preceding the memorial meeting there for Phil Hoffer.  If you have questions, ask Nancy Taylor (734-

995-6803 or netaylor@comcast.net) 

East Africa Education Fund 
There are 14 remaining students in school in Kenya who are depending on our East Africa Education 

Fund to keep them in school for the next year. Tuitions are due in January so we will be sending the 

funds in December, ready for the beginning of the new term. Donations for this fund should be written 

to the Ann Arbor Friends Meeting with “EAEF” (East Africa Education Fund) written in the notation area. 

Or an ACH transfer to the Meeting should designate East Africa Education Fund. Contact Christa 

Williams for further information.  

The American Friends Service Committee asks you to write your Representative and ask 

them to cosponsor H.R.3565, the Block the Bombs Act. By introducing this bill, Members of Congress are 

proactively trying to block the Trump administration from delivering major US weapons to Israel. If 

enacted into law, this bill would block the following weapons to Israel: BLU-109 bunker busting bombs, 

MK80 series bombs, GBU-39 small diameter bomb variants, Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAMs), SPICE 

gliding bomb assemblies, 120mm tank ammunition, and 155mm artillery ammunition, including white 

phosphorus munitions. 

Young Adults Drawn to Quakerism 
Many long-time members and attenders of AAFM have been excited over the growing numbers of 

young people and those with young children who are attending Meeting for Worship.  

“Old folks” remember several decades back when First Day School was full of kids who were growing up 

together in Meeting and who sojourned through their high school years together, at least on Sundays. 

Some stayed Quakers; others were led in other directions. But their formation, their memories, and 

sometimes even their friends harken back to their time as a part of a beloved community (to use Quaker 

jargon). 

In order for this to occur, a sense of commitment to the “institution” of Ann Arbor Friends Meeting— to 

our spiritual community— has to be nurtured. Worshipers need to be drawn to participate in Quaker 

worship every week, in meeting for business, in common hour fellowship, in potlucks, in getting to know 

one another through social interactions and mechanisms like Small World Project. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/96273568620?pwd=TDlDTW1SalJGUzRjT3B1dnkwbnhoZz09
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/block-the-bombs
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Quakerism may offer seekers and young families what they may be craving in this polarized and 

contentious time. This transcript (linked below) from public radio in Philadelphia describes this welcome 

trend. 

https://whyy.org/articles/young-adults-quakers-silent-worship-old-city-philadelphia/  

 

Photo of Women's Meeting courtesy of Nancy Taylor 

Fifteen women gathered in the Fellowship Room on Wednesday evening, November 12 to learn 

from Wink Covintree (Birmingham Meeting) about how to make Spiral Circle Books.  It was challenging 

and FUN.  Missed it?  The next Women’s meeting will be in January, date to be announced later.  

Ann Arbor Friends Meeting, along with the American Friends Service Committee and a 

number of other Meetings, is a member of the Apartheid-Free Communities organization. Here are 

some valuable resources that were shared at the Apartheid-Free Communities Quaker Affinity Group 

Meeting in June: Introductory Materials for Apartheid-Free Communities. And here is the Quakers 

Apartheid-Free Communities webpage. 

https://whyy.org/articles/young-adults-quakers-silent-worship-old-city-philadelphia/
https://apartheid-free.org/category/introductory/
https://apartheid-free.org/quakers/
https://apartheid-free.org/quakers/
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LARGER CIRCLES OF FRIENDS 

Nontheist Friends Network Creative Conversations. Please join us on Thursday, December 

4, at 2PM EST for our next conversation.  We will be exploring the question, "How do nontheist Quakers 

deal with, avoid or celebrate Christmas?" We look forward to a lively conversation and hope that you 

will come and add your voice. 

You may join the conversation by clicking on this link:    

    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84812726990?pwd=QugCR6EyQVDl0XkyWQMyP1uxrsZdRr.1 

    Meeting ID: 848 1272 6990 

    Passcode: 357556 

Nonviolent Communication In-Person Immersion Program for 

Fall/Winter 2025 

We will meet for one more Saturday: Dec. 13, from 1p-5p ET. 

The program will focus on self-connection and acceptance, increasing comfort and ease in using 
functional NVC in daily life, and learning practical tools to increase your NVC skills. This program will 
support the development of clarity and practice for how to move forward in your life with vitality, joy, 
agency, choice, and taking a stand for what you value in ways that make it easier for people to hear and 
understand you. 

AFSC Action Hour for Palestine 
Via Zoom; Every Friday at 12:00 p.m. 
Join AFSC staff every Friday at 12:00 p.m. to hear updates from Gaza. Then, take action with us as we 

contact our elected officials and call for humanitarian access to Gaza. Our elected officials need to keep 

hearing from us. Register here. 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Peace in Palestine & Israel 
Via Zoom; Every Thursday, 5:30 p.m.  

Join the AFSC to pray for peace in Israel & Palestine. Register here! 

Quaker Death Education, a series of events focused on the practical matters surrounding 

death and dying, will start in February. These events will be hosted by Robin, an End of Life Doula with 

Evergreen End of Life Care Foundation of Michigan, and Kate, who has experience as a Funeral Services 

Representative.  

Event 1: End of Life Basics 101 February 7th 

Event 2: Quaker Death Cafe April 11th  

Event 3a & 3b: My Five Wishes June 6th / July 11th 

Event 4: Focus on Considerations for Parents Date TBD  

Event 5: Funeral / planning for after your own death August 1st  

Event 6: Life after Death - taking care of things after someone else dies October 3rd  

Event 7: Quaker Death Cafe 2 December 5th  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84812726990?pwd=QugCR6EyQVDl0XkyWQMyP1uxrsZdRr.1
https://greatlakesnvc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36fc34d8710ea84259dcb64bf&id=5f37bd30ac&e=2166579d1e
https://afsc.org/events/action-hour-cease-fire-now?emci=df47968d-e650-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=3c825cde-e650-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&ceid=1563087
https://afsc.org/events/action-hour-cease-fire-now?emci=df47968d-e650-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=3c825cde-e650-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&ceid=1563087
https://afsc.org/events/meeting-worship-attention-peace-palestine-israel
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
The Appropriate Technology Collaborative (ATC) will hold its annual 

fundraiser and a celebration of founder John Barrie’s retirement on December 3, at 5:30 p.m. at Back 

Office Studio,13 North Washington St., Ypsilanti, MI 48197. The event will highlight ATC’s 20 years of 

work bringing solar power, clean water, and sustainable opportunities to families in rural Guatemala. 

All are welcome to join us as we honor leadership, celebrate impact, and look ahead to ATC’s bright 

future.  Link:  https://bit.ly/JBRetireandFundraiser.  
Voters Not Politicians will be hosting Writers-Activists Monthly LTE Workshop for people who 

love to use writing as a form of activism in their local communities, and want to inform as many people 

as possible about pro-democracy issues affecting MIchigan.  During these sessions - Thursday, 

December 4th; Wednesday, January 14th - VNP will share strategies for writing Letters to the Editor and 

other public communications regarding pro-democracy issues including Money Out of Politics and 

combating voter suppression. There will also be policy discussions on current VNP policy priorities and 

helpful curated talking points on each policy topic. Each meeting will have updated information on 

policy and the grassroots media landscape. 

Public Comment (details and links below) 
The Army Corps of Engineers has released a “Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement” 

around the tunnel project. This document (which I will link below) is essentially the federal government 

suggesting that Enbridge employ a technique called “Horizontal Direct Drilling” (HDD) to tunnel under 

the straits of mackinac instead of drilling a concrete lined tunnel to house the pipeline. This is an 

extremely bad idea. HDD is used on a small scale to tunnel under roads and rivers. When Enbridge 

utilized these techniques to install Line 3 in Minnesota, they breached aquifers and collapsed stream 

beds. If the tunnel collapsed with oil flowing through it, it would result in an underground oil spill 

beneath the lakes which would be catastrophic. The likeleyhood of drilling fluid being released into the 

lakes is also quite high.  

 

Written public comments are due by the end of the day Friday, December 5th and can be submitted 

here: https://www.line5tunneleis.com/submit-comments-2/ 

 

A virtual public comment session will be held on Wednesday, December 3rd from 1-4pm. More info for 

the virtual event can be found here: https://www.line5tunneleis.com/public-meeting-information/ 

 

The Draft EIS Supplemental document can be found here: https://www.line5tunneleis.com/no-title/ 

A Day of Silence and Meditation Practice, led by Carol Blotter 

9:00–4:00 on Saturday, December 6 | Michigan Friends Center 

Suggested donation $30 or as able. Pre-registration requested; contact Carol Blotter at (734) 475-0942. 

Each retreat is an opportunity to enjoy the quiet of the country while practicing sitting and walking 

meditation. This day is appropriate for anyone interested in meditation: beginners will have break-out 

instruction; experienced meditators can be in silence all day; those in-between can practice and have 

their questions answered. These retreats are fundraisers for the benefit of Michigan Friends Center. 

Contact Carol at (734) 475-0942 or cb.meditate@gmail.com to register. 

https://bit.ly/JBRetireandFundraiser
https://click.everyaction.com/k/115694138/571158159/-820670162?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMy8xLzczOTE3IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImExYWUxODY5LWJjOTctZjAxMS1iNDg0LTYwNDViZGViNzQxMyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAia2FyZW5jNDU2QGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=rpbgiTXW-ZfFz3UneCb7hDo0mXdMYOyMT0HC2uDQ_LY=&emci=50b1922c-6792-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=a1ae1869-bc97-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=2190369
https://www.line5tunneleis.com/submit-comments-2/
https://www.line5tunneleis.com/public-meeting-information/
https://www.line5tunneleis.com/no-title/
mailto:cb.meditate@gmail.com
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Carol Blotter’s meditation practice draws from dual roots in the Quaker and Buddhist traditions. She has 

been teaching since 1999 and has led more than 40 retreats across the United States and has taught 

over 50 classes in meditation to spiritual seekers, schools, universities and medical groups. She is a 

teacher for The Forest Way, which is an organization dedicated to providing retreat opportunities 

conducive to spiritual growth that is both balanced and integrated.  

 

Every U.S. citizen or resident should see the powerful new documentary called Earth's Greatest 

Enemy, produced by independent journalist Abby Martin. It shows how stopping climate change 

requires stopping the US war machine because it's the single biggest institutional producer of green 

house gases today. The movie is showing on Dec 5 (7 pm) and 6 (2 pm), at the State Theater in Ann 

Arbor. Tickets can be purchased at Event Page - Marquee Arts. Abby will be in town leading a Q and A 

after the showing of the movie. 

 

Sunday, 12/7, 3-5:30 PM, Appear & Resist: What to do in the face of ICE 

A Community Response to Inhumane Immigration Enforcement 

This workshop prepares community allies to act when they see ICE or other police detaining and 

disappearing our immigrant neighbors, or police brutality or lawlessness in public arrests or protests. In 

every conversation, concerned people ask, “What can we do if we see this happening? This workshop 

provides options for responding in non-violent but effective ways. 

Fill out this form to register. Registration deadline 12/5. Workshop location and other details will be 

provided after registration. 

Sponsored by MIRA - Movement for Immigrant Rights Action — mirawashtenaw@gmail.com.  

Mackinac Straits Corridor Authority Meeting in Lansing MI, on 
December 12th.  
The MSCA is the body established by the state of Michigan to govern and oversee the progress on the 

Line 5 Tunnel Project. These meetings are places where the opposition of the public to the project can 

be voiced, and where people engaged in resisting the project can meet and discuss strategy.  

 

The meeting will be held on Friday, December 12th from 10am to 1pm at the Michigan Library and 

Historical Center, 702 West Kalamazoo St. 1st Floor Forum Lansing, MI 48915. Written comments can 

also be submitted for this meeting at the link below:  

https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/about/commissions-councils-committees/msca/comment-form 

Voters Not Politicians’ Voters Ed Fund is helping voters get civically engaged for the 2026 

midterm elections through the My City Votes Program. Are you… 

• Passionate about civic education, especially at the local level? 

• Interested in researching city charters and local government policies? 

https://earthsgreatestenemy.com/
https://earthsgreatestenemy.com/
https://marquee-arts.org/event-page/?showingId=966601&eventId=966600
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y5Vy1-25ijUbqiLKPNGSLVbHyoZ2cZPK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y5Vy1-25ijUbqiLKPNGSLVbHyoZ2cZPK/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ohwUZnw4Yv3g-TO-L0yc605RYGuV5J8704EeSGEoOrU/edit
mailto:mirawashtenaw@gmail.com
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/about/commissions-councils-committees/msca/comment-form
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/119982144/584852027/1582498854?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMy8xLzczOTE3IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjBmZjZjMjI3LTM1Y2EtZjAxMS04MTk2LTYwNDViZGZlOGU5YyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAia2FyZW5jNDU2QGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=3-ZrR77U4Y3dUklF1bXkF0LmRKNThH4Nmg5LxuNsLQs=&emci=50f4bbc8-11ca-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=0ff6c227-35ca-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=2190369
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• Looking to lead a volunteer team in one of our My City Votes cities (Benton Harbor, Flint, 

Saginaw, Muskegon Heights, Oak Park, Pontiac, Warren, or Ypsilanti)? 

They are looking for volunteers to join our Volunteer Leadership sub-committee and Research sub-

committee. Leadership volunteers will help guide them on what type of civic engagement programming 

is best for the city. Research volunteers will help develop educational materials including print materials 

and workshops surrounding municipal government to reach voters in low propensity voting 

communities Through local community engagement, they want to expand voter knowledge beyond just 

election preparedness to include understanding and engaging their local governments, including 

grassroots lobbying, participatory budgeting, and local ballot initiatives.  

Please sign up here to sign up to be a My City Votes volunteer researcher, presenter, or volunteer 

team leader! If you have any additional questions, please reach out to me at 

alyson@votersnotpoliticians.com. 

https://click.ngpvan.com/k/119982145/584852032/575948427?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMy8xLzczOTE3IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjBmZjZjMjI3LTM1Y2EtZjAxMS04MTk2LTYwNDViZGZlOGU5YyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAia2FyZW5jNDU2QGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=3-ZrR77U4Y3dUklF1bXkF0LmRKNThH4Nmg5LxuNsLQs=&emci=50f4bbc8-11ca-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=0ff6c227-35ca-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=2190369
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/119982145/584852032/575948427?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMy8xLzczOTE3IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjBmZjZjMjI3LTM1Y2EtZjAxMS04MTk2LTYwNDViZGZlOGU5YyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAia2FyZW5jNDU2QGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=3-ZrR77U4Y3dUklF1bXkF0LmRKNThH4Nmg5LxuNsLQs=&emci=50f4bbc8-11ca-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=0ff6c227-35ca-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=2190369
mailto:alyson@votersnotpoliticians.com

